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1) What is Silva Mediterranea ?

2) Silva Mediterranea Members ?

3) Silva Mediterranea Working Groups ?

4) A new regional partnership for Mediterranean forest ?

5) Advocacy issues in the context of UfM 
ü Brief information concerning Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)

ü What is expected during the experts meeting in Antalya (14th /15th

!ǇǊƛƭ нлмлύ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀ ΨΩǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΩΩ ƻƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
in the context of UfM ?

ü Need for a strategic advocacy agenda during the period 2010/2011



What is Silva Mediterranea?
1. How is organized international dialogue 

concerning forest issues in FAO

Committee on Forestry  (COFO)

Several Regional Forestry Commissions

Europe Near East Africa Asia-Pacific Latin America and Caribbean North America

Committee on Mediterranean
Forestry Questions ςSilva Mediterranea

Technical 
Statutory 

Bodies



What is Silva Mediterranea?

2.    Topics of Silva Mediterraneaconcerning Regional Forest

1. Why?

Dialogue at the international level is an essential complement to the efforts of
individual countries to develop appropriate forest policies, institutions and practices ;

2. Roleof FAO?

As part of its mandate, FAO supports several statutory bodies in Forest area. Silva 
Mediterraneais the statutory body for the Mediterranean region and the Secretariat 
of Silva Maditerranea is done by FAO; 

3. Whatkindof activitiesfor this ForestryStatutoryBodies?

These committees aim to identify problems and provide policy advices and guidelines 
to FAO, member countries and other partners involved in sustainable forest 
management. Silva Mediterranea  also try to develop an efficient regional 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 



What is Silva Mediterranea?

3.    Governance of Silva Mediterranea

1. FormalSessionof the committeeSilvaMediterranea?

Every four year since the last session in Sofia (Bulgaria ς2008) ςPresidency Bulgaria

2. The Enlarged Executive Committee of Silva Mediterranea ?

With a meeting every year ςPortugal, Morocco, Bulgaria, France and Turkey and the 
coordinators of the six different Working Groups of Silva Mediterranea

3. Extraordinary meetings of Silva Mediterranea areorganized during COFO (Rome)

4. Secretariatof SilvaMediterranea?

The Secretariat of this Silva Maditerranea committee is done by FAO ςForestry 
Department ςConservation of Forests Team (FOMC) with Nora BERRAHAMOUNI 
(Forestry Officer for Arid Zones) and myself (Forestry Officer for the Mediterranean)



27 official countries are members of the Silva Mediterranea  Committee.

Only twelve countries participated during the last session in Sofia (Bulgaria ς2008)

One important objective for 2009 ς2012 : Mobilize more South/Near East Mediterranean 
countries in this regional cooperation on forest issues in the context of Climate Change

Silva Mediterranea Members ?



Silva Mediterranea Working Groups ?

In 2008, Member States have decided to boost Silva Mediterraneaduring their last formal 
session (Sofia - Bulgaria) in April 2008.  They recommended the preparation (and then 
validated during 2009) of Action Plans 2009-2012 for the following six working groups : 

1. ΨΩCƻǊŜǎǘ CƛǊŜǎΩΩ with a program focused on prevention of fire risks by improving good 
silvicultural practices and forestry research for an optimal resilience of Mediterranean 
woodland ecosystem to Climate Change (R VELEZ ςSPAIN) ; 

2. ΨΩ/ƻǊƪ hŀƪΩΩ with activities centered on a diversification of the cork sector, promotion 
of the label CORK ® MARK and promotion of goods and environmental services that 
provide the Cork Oak landscapes (M.C. VARELA ςPORTUGAL) ; 

3. ΨΩaŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ  ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΩ with actions based on a 
territorial approach in order to promote sustainable management of woodland 
ecosystem in the Mediterranean (P. ICARD ςFRANCE / PLAN BLEU) ; 



Silva Mediterranea Working Groups ?

пΦ ΨΩCƻǊŜǎǘ DŜƴŜǘƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ΨΩ with activities to promote conservation  of most 
endangered species in the Mediterranean and to preserve genetic diversity for 
adaptation of Mediterranean forest ecosystems in a context of Climate Change 
(Fulvio DUCCI ςITALIE) ; 

рΦ ΨΩaŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩΩ with a program of activities focused 
on assessment of carbon stocks and impact measurement of climate change in 
Mediterranean forest ecosystems (A. HOUMY ςHCEFLCD ςMOROCCO) ; 

сΦ ΨΩ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ CƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΩΩ with a  action plan to mobilize financial 
resources  to strengthen regional cooperation  on forestry issues and promote 
ΨΩtŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩΩ όt9{ύ ŀƴŘ a.L όaΦ ¢h5hwh± ςBULGARIA). 

See Work Plans on Website : http://www.fao.org/forestry/silvamed/4911/en/

http://www.fao.org/forestry/silvamed/4911/en/


A new regional partnership for Mediterranean forests?

²Ƙȅ Υ aƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όƘǳƳŀƴΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭΣ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ  ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧύ ƛƴ 
the Mediterranean for adaptation of forest ecosystems to Climate Changes

How : Reinforce synergies between different partners involved in the regional            
cooperation for the Mediterranean forests (Silva Mediterranea, EFIMED, Plan 
.ƭŜǳΣ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ²²CΧΦύ 

Mobilize financial resources in order to involve more South and Near East   
aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ όaCw!ύΧ

Develop an efficient advocacy concerning the Mediterranean forest with 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ΨΩ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘΩΩΣ ŀ ΨΩǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ κ
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩΩΣ ΨΩǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΩΩ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ      
of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfMύ ƛƴ нлмлκнлммΧΦ

LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀ ΨΩǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ 
working groups of Silva Mediterranea, National Forest Programs and 
the Mediteranean Forest Rechearch Agenda 2010-2020  ǿƛǘƘ 9CLa95Χ

Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf
Mediterranean Forest Research Agenda 2010-2020%5b1%5d.pdf


A new regional partnership for Mediterranean forests?

In order to achieve these objectives we started with a pragmatic approach :

1. Workshops with Mediterranean countries in November 2009 (Chania) and March 2010 (Tunis) to 
prepare a project in order to implement the work plan 2009 ς2012 for the working group on 
Forest Genetic Resources (WG4 : Contact F DUCCI ςITALY - AREZZO) ;

2. A workshop in Hammamet for the Cork Oak Working Group (WG2), during the Near East Forestry 
Commission (First week of April 2010) in order to improve and start the implementation of the 
regional Work Plan 2009-2012. A meeting has been also organized in order to prepare a regional 
project (probably funded by Spain) for restoration of Cork Oak landscapes in Algeria, Tunisia and 
Morocco (Contact MC VARELA ςPortugal and Nora BERRAHMOUNI ςFAO/FOMC ςRome) ;

3. ! ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 9CLa95 ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭκƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨΩaŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ 
CƻǊŜǎǘ ²ŜŜƪ ΨΩ  in Antalya with during the same week several events (See MFW Agenda): 

Å ¢ƘŜ 9CLa95 ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƻƴ άYƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ōŀǎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǊƛǎƪǎΥ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƘŜŀŘέ Τ

Å ! ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀ ΨΩǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΩΩ ƻƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
meeting of Ministers of Agriculture in Cairo (June 2010) in the context of UfM ;

Å The Enlarged Executive Committee of Silva Mediterranea (FAO/F/P/B/M /T and WG coordinators) ;



4. A óôworking paperôô on the State of Mediterranean Forest with data collected by FAO from 

member states of Silva Mediterranea for the Forest Resources Assessment 2010  (June 2010) ;

5. An inception workshop organized by GTZ, probably in September 2010, for a new project 

funded by Germany (4 millions Euros) to support South and Near East countries (Tunisia, 

Morocco, Algeria, Turkey, Lebanon and Syria) on óôAdaptation of the Mediterranean Forest to 

Climate Changeôô (Contact  A. KASTL ïGTZ and  A. HOUMY ïRabat ïHCEFLCD - Morocco) ;

6. A specific effort on communication tools in 2010/2011 with at least four Newsletters per 

year (See Newsletters nÁ2/nÁ3) and a more attractive Silva Mediterranea Website;

7. A full document  on óôState of Mediterranean Forestôô and a second óôMediterranean Forest 

Weekôô  in 2011 which will be the Year of Forests for United Nations;

8. A continuous effort for advocacy concerning Mediterranean Forest during 2010/2011;

9. A collaboration with EFIMED in order to implement the MFRA 2010-2020 particularly for 

provision of valuable forest goods and services in the context of rural/territorial development ;

A new regional partnership for Mediterranean forests?



Advocacy issues in the context of UfM

Brief information concerning Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)
Information issue from http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/euromed/index_en.htm

1. The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, formerly known as the Barcelona Process, 
was re-launched as the Union for the Mediterranean at the Paris Summit for 
the Mediterranean in July 2008, with a new network of relations endorsed at 
the Marseille Meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Ministers of Foreign Affairs in 
November 2008. 

2. Some of the most important innovations of the Union for the Mediterranean 
include the rotating co-presidency with one EU president and one president 
representing the Mediterranean partners, and a Secretariat based in Barcelona 
that is responsible for identifying and promoting projects of regional, sub-
regional and transnational value across different sectors.

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/euromed/index_en.htm
http://www.ue2008.fr/webdav/site/PFUE/shared/import/07/0713_declaration_de_paris/Joint_declaration_of_the_Paris_summit_for_the_Mediterranean-EN.pdf
http://www.ue2008.fr/webdav/site/PFUE/shared/import/07/0713_declaration_de_paris/Joint_declaration_of_the_Paris_summit_for_the_Mediterranean-EN.pdf
http://ue2008.fr/webdav/site/PFUE/shared/import/1103_ministerielle_Euromed/Final_Statement_Mediterranean_Union_EN.pdf
http://ue2008.fr/webdav/site/PFUE/shared/import/1103_ministerielle_Euromed/Final_Statement_Mediterranean_Union_EN.pdf
http://ue2008.fr/webdav/site/PFUE/shared/import/1103_ministerielle_Euromed/Final_Statement_Mediterranean_Union_EN.pdf


Advocacy issues in the context of UfM
Brief information concerning Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)
Information issue from http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/euromed/index_en.htm

The Partnership now includes all 27
member states of the European 
Union, along with 16 partners across 
the Southern Mediterranean and 
the Middle East 

Countries concerned : Albania, 

Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Egypt , Israel , Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, 
Mauritania, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Morocco, Occupied Palestinian Territories

Syria, Tunisia and Turkey

Several members of UfM are also 
member States of Silva Mediterranea

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/euromed/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/potential-candidate-countries/albania/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/algeria/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/potential-candidate-countries/bosnia_and_herzegovina/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/potential-candidate-countries/bosnia_and_herzegovina/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/potential-candidate-countries/bosnia_and_herzegovina/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/potential-candidate-countries/bosnia_and_herzegovina/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/candidate-countries/croatia/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/egypt/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/israel/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/jordan/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/lebanon/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/libya/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/development/geographical/regionscountries/countries/country_profile.cfm?cid=mr&type=short&lng=en
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/monaco/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/potential-candidate-countries/montenegro/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/morocco/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/occupied_palestinian_territory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/occupied_palestinian_territory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/occupied_palestinian_territory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/occupied_palestinian_territory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/occupied_palestinian_territory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/syria/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/tunisia/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/candidate-countries/turkey/index_en.htm


Advocacy issues in the context of UfM
Brief information concerning Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)
1. Several Ministerial meetings have been held amongst Foreign Ministers and Ministers of the 

Environment (2009/2010), and another will take place shortly amongst Ministers of 
Agriculture, with a view to drawing up regional strategies and programmes to address the 
challenges for the sustainable development and the food security of the countries bordering 
the Mediterranean in a context of Climate Change.  

2. At this stage, the contribution of woodlands to poverty alleviation, socio-economic 
development of rural areas, food security of local people and the preservation of multiple 
goods and environmental services such as water and soil conservation is not sufficiently taken 
into account in policies for sustainable rural development. 

3. The urgent need for research on forest ecosystems, synthesized in the Research Agenda for 
Mediterranean Forests prepared under the guidance of EFIMED for the period 2010 - 2020, is 
not being given sufficient attention to ensure that choices made today in the forest sector still 
positively affect our landscapes and the population in 2050. 

4. In preparation for this meeting of Ministers of Agriculture, scheduled for June 2010 in Cairo, 
it has been considered most appropriate  to initiate a process of advocacy for greater 
consideration of forest issues in rural development policies in the UfM member countries.



Advocacy issues in the context of UfM
What is expected during the experts meeting in Antalya (14th /15th April 2010) 
ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀ ΨΩǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΩΩ ƻƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ UfM ?

! ΨΩǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴκōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊΩΩ (with a short executive summary) on the 
importance of woodlands ecosystems issues for rural development and food 
security in the Mediterranean before the meeting of Ministers of Agriculture 
in Cairo (June 2010) in the context of UfM ;

A brief note of strategic recommendations (A4) for Ministers in order to 
ƛƴǎŜǊǘ ΨΩƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩΩ ƻƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƛǊƻ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
Declaration of Ministers of Agriculture in June 2010 ;

A collective strategy of partners involved in this first Mediterranean Forest 
Week to advocate these documents during the preparation of the 
Ministerial meeting in Cairo with : endorsement by Silva MediterraneaEEC
(15th April 2010), endorsement by EU member states during the European 
Forestry Commission (28-30 April 2010), diffusion by the Secretariat of Silva 
MediterraneaŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ƻŦ 9C/ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŜǘŎΧ



THANKS YOU FOR 

YOUR ATTENTION

Union for the Mediterranean

Members states of Silva Mediterranea


