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Viewsacrossthe semiaridagricultural landscape.  













Modern (1956 A.C. ï2010 A.C.)

Colonial (1880 A.C. ï1956 A.C.)

Ottoman (1500 A.C. ï1880 A.C.)

Arab (700 A.C. ï1500 A.C.)

Roman (146 B.C. ï600 A.C.)

Punic (1000 B.C.- 146 B.C.)

Numid (1500 B.C.)

The historical background of the agricultural landscape

managementall over3000yearscontributed to give specific

shapes of land occupation, and natural resources

exploitation.

activeerosionprocesses



The Carthagiancarpenters assembled and put afloat boats on an 

average of one vessel each 2 days. 

The Silianaand Melleguewoods were rich in pines, highly appreciated 

for boat building since it creates light ships. Wood was among the most 

valuable goods in the Mediterranean Sea trade circle. 
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Carthage

The nearest pine-forest to Carthage via Mejerda was that of Siliana, 

which underwent an even stronger pressure than the farther located 

Mellegueforest.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Medjerda_river_drainage_basin-fr.svg


Dorsal catchmentsoffered since old times, good shelter, 

rich grazing, fertile soils, fabulous crop yield and 

commercial prosperity to its population  

Deforestation 

(wood trade + farming on 

sloping land) 

water erosion 

Rural and agricultural 

degradation landscape

Water erosion-Tunisia



Recent research has shown that the semiarid areas are very

vulnerable to water erosion phenomenon

Increases area of the arid belt (e.g., south of the Maghreb)

Affects 20% of the total land area (yearly, 15000 ha are lost)

Silts reservoirs  (40 million m3/year) 



Water pollution

Unstableflows of rivers

Declining of fertility

Spreadingof badlands

Reservoir siltation

Desertification progress

Consequencesof water erosionphenomena


